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Saint Mary’s College researcher receives grant to study how peer 

observation affects faculty attitudes toward inclusive teaching 
Marjorie Schaeffer will lead a group of researchers to measure shifts in faculty attitudes towards 

inclusive pedagogy focusing on diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice  

 

NOTRE DAME, IN – Marjorie Schaeffer, assistant professor of psychology 

at Saint Mary’s College, was awarded a grant worth $5,000 through the 

Research With and About Community Engagement program from Indiana 

Campus Compact, a partnership of higher education institutions that 

prepares college students to advance the public good. Schaeffer and a 

group of researchers will collaborate on a project titled “Cultivating a 

Social-Change Orientation Among Faculty Across Campus.” 

 

The semester-long project will involve 24 faculty participants, subdivided into eight cohorts. Each 

participant will visit a class session taught by their other cohort members to witness and reflect on 

specific classroom strategies. Each cohort will convene before and after each class visit, creating a cycle 

of observation and support. The program aims to spark meaningful conversations across disciplines 

and ranks that address the importance of justice-oriented pedagogy and cultivate a social-change 

orientation. 

 

Redgina Hill, executive director of inclusion and equity at Saint Mary’s College said, “The proposed 

project aligns with a key component of our institutional strategic plan to create a culture of belonging 

and mattering by focusing on diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice. It is imperative to equip faculty 

with tools to ensure inclusive pedagogical practices within the classroom. This research will help to 
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advance our strategic priority to provide opportunities of development for faculty on inclusive 

classroom practices.” 

 

Andrew Pierce, director of justice studies at Saint Mary’s College said, “Bringing together faculty across 

disciplines, the project creates community around issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion, and 

promises to make those issues central to pedagogical conversations on campus, in ways that further 

our institutional commitment to justice and community engagement.”  

 

Joining Schaeffer in this research will be Jessica Coblentz, assistant professor of religious studies and 

theology, Jennifer Fishovitz, associate professor of chemistry and physics, Susan Mancino, assistant 

professor of communication studies, dance, and theatre, and Ranjan Rohatgi, assistant professor of 

mathematics, all from Saint Mary’s College. Saint Mary’s is adding $1,500 in matching funds to the 

$5,000 research grant from Indiana Campus Compact. The college’s contribution highlights its 

commitment to leveraging its resources to benefit the community. 

 

### 

About Indiana Campus Compact 

Indiana Campus Compact is a partnership of Indiana’s public, private, and community college higher 
education institutions focused on advocating, implementing, and improving service engagement, so 
that students graduate as well-informed, engaged and productive members of society, who are fully 
enabled to provide leadership and service that advances the public good in their communities. For 
more information, please visit www.indianacampuscompact.org. 


